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BOROUGH  OF  FAVERSHAM. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 

OF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1915. 


In  compiling  my  report  it  is  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  the 
Boundaries  of  Physical  Characteristics  of  the  Borough : the 
industries  actually  carried  on  inside  the  Borough  also  remain  un- 
changed : while  the  amount  of  sea  traffic  from  a distance  has  rather 
diminished  on  account  of  the  war.  The  number  and  character  of 
the  population  has  been  altered  by  two  circumstances : first  of  all 
five  companies  of  soldiers  have  been  stationed  here  for  the 
protection  of  vulnerable  points  ; also  a number  of  the  3rd.  West 
Lancs.  R.F.A.  have  also  been  billeted  here  for  training : secondly 
a large  number  of  munition  workers  have  been  attracted  to  the 
town  by  the  demand  for  labour  in  the  neighbourhood.  We  have 
also  had  the  V.A.D.  Hospital  at  the  Mount  in  full  work  during 
the  whole  of  the  year. 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

There  were  246  Births  registered  during  the  year  as  against 
229  in  1914,  giving  a Birth-rate  of  21 '8  per  1000  of  estimated 
population  : of  these  121  were  Males  and  125  Females  : (in  the 
parish  of  Preston  Within  the  number  of  births  were  18,  8 Males  and 
10  Females)  : of  the  whole  number  there  were  5 illegitimate  births 
none  of  whom  died  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  152,  giving  an  uncorrected 
Death  rate  of  13  4 per  1000  : but  this  must  be  corrected  to  find 
the  nett  rate.  Firstly,  there  are  11  deaths  to  be  subtracted  : 5 
were  Military  deaths  occurring  at  the  Mount  Hospital : 5 were  in 
the  Cottage  Hospital , mostly  patients  brought  in  from  the  Rural 
District  for  special  treatment  or  serious  accidents  and  one  death 
occurred  in  a private  house. 
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The  second  correction  is  to  add  31  deaths  of  persons  belonging 
to  the  Borough  who  have  died  in  other  districts  chiefly  in  the 
Workhouse  Infirmary  or  other  institutions,  viz:  — 


Faversham  Union  Infirmary 
Kennaways  Isolation  Hospital 
Chartham  Asylum 
Other  Hospitals 
Other  Districts 


18 

1 

5 

2 

5 


Total  31 


Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  12  occurred  in  the  parish  of 
Preston  Within  : 18  occurred  in  public  institutions,  viz  : 13  in  the 
Cottage  Hospital  and  5 in  the  Military  Hospital  at  the  Mount. 

These  calculations  result  in  a nett  total  of  172  deaths  giving  a 
death  rate  of  15‘2  per  1000,  practically  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
year. 

There  were  2 inquests  and  5 uncertified  deaths. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age  was 
exactly  the  same  as  in  1914,  viz  : 22,  but  giving  a rather  lower 
rate  per  1000  nett  births  viz  : 89’4  as  against  94. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Whooping  Cough 
Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Convulsions 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 

Diarrhoea  and  Interitis 
Overlaying 
Premature  Birth 
Other  Causes 


1915 


1 

1 

3 

4 
3 
3 
1 

5 
1 


1914 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

4 

0 

13 

2 


Uncertified  Deaths 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants 


22 


0 

0 


22 

2 

1 
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TOTAL  CAUSES 

OF 

DEATH. 

1915 

1914 

Enteric  Fever 

• • • 

0 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

• • • 

5 

0 

Diphtheria 

• • • 

0 

3 

Influenza 

• • « 

8 

3 

Erysipelas 

• • • 

3 

0 

Phthisis 

• » • 

8 

6 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

• • • 

5 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

• • • 

4 

5 

Cancer 

• • • 

7 

11 

Rheumatic  Fever 

• • • 

1 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

18 

15 

Bronchitis  ... 

• • • 

19 

9 

Pneumonia  ... 

0 • « 

15 

8 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

• * • 

5 

6 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

• • • 

6 

5 

Appendicitis 

• • • 

2 

1 

C^eirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

3 

Alcholism  ... 

• • • 

1 

0 

Nephritis 

• • • 

6 

7 

Puerperal  Fever 

• • • 

0 

1 

Premature  Birth  and  Congenital 

Causes 

5 

13 

Accidents  and  Suicides  ... 

• » • 

8 

7 

These  are  the  most  important  causes  of  death : the  greatest 
increase  is  shewn  in  the  respiratory  group  of  diseases  also  in 
whooping  cough  and  influenza : there  is  a decrease  in  the  deaths 
from  cancer  and  from  premature  birth. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  the  year  1915  there  were  104  Notifications  of  all  classes 


of  infectious  disease  as  against  98  in  1914. 

Notified 

Removed  to  ' 
Hospital. 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

Diphtheria 

24 

39 

21 

31 

Erysipelas 

15 

16 

4 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

37 

19 

32 

15 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

4 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

2 

0 

2 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

4 

2 

0 

0 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

17 

13 

4 

1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

4 

4 

0 

0 
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Of  the  whole  number  14  cases  belonged  to  Preston  Within. 
The  Isolation  Hospitals  were  both  in  use  during  the  year : a large 
proportion  of  the  cases  of  ordinary  infectious  disease  were  isolated  : 
the  cases  of  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  were  removed  to  the 
Luddenham  Hospital  : which  fortunately  has  not  been  required  for 
Small  Pox.  These  figures  shew  a decrease  in  Diphtheria  but  an 
increase  in  Scarlet  Fever. 

Fortunately  no  epidemic  has  arisen  among  the  Military  here : 
a few  cases  of  infectious  disease  arose  which  were  immediately 
isolated  with  success.,  viz 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  2 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  1 

Phthisis  ...  ...  4 

Among  the  Belgian  Refugees  in  the  town  two  cases  were 
notified  : one  of  Erysipelas  and  one  of  Phthisis, 

The  usual  methods  of  disinfection  and  isolation  have  been 
regularly  carried  out : inquiries  made  in  all  cases  and  full  co- 
operation secured  with  the  School  Authorities. 

There  have  been  no  special  epidemics  at  any  time  of  year  and 
no  special  measures  have  required  to  be  taken  : no  school  closure 
has  been  found  necessary. 

The  work  of  the  County  Bacteriological  Laboratory  at 
Maidstone,  and  the  local  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  has  been  carried 
on  continuously  and  is  of  great  benefit  to  the  District. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

This  is  from  the  same  source  as  before : analysis  reveals  it  to 
be  of  excellent  quality  and  the  quantity  is  fully  sufficient  for  the 
needs  of  the  district.  There  are  still  some  wells  in  the  town  from 
which  drinking  water  is  obtained  : there  has  been  no  need  to 
consider  the  question  of  closing  any  of  these. 

MILK. 

In  connection  with  the  supply  of  milk  there  are  22  premises 
that  require  inspection.  Two  of  these  are  cowsheds  : the  majority 
are  small  shops  where  milk  is  received  and  retailed  among  a 
large  mixture  of  other  goods,  but  is  never  stored  or  taken  in  large 
bulk : these  have  all  been  inspected  by  me  and  found  satisfactory 
the  only  point  difiicult  to  impress  on  the  retailers  is  the  great 
importance  of  keeping  their  milk  in  covered  vessels. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  ai’e  nine  slanghterlionses  in  the  Borough:  these  have 
been  regularly  inspected  and  with  one  exception  have  been  kept 
in  fairly  good  order  : there  is  difficulty  at  times  in  preventing 
accumulations  of  manure  and  olfal,  which  are  not  only  offensive 
to  neighbours  in  a 'town,  but  are  also  prolific  breeding  grounds 
for  flies,  and  therefore  agents  in  spreading  disease. 

A large  amount  of  unsound  meat  has  been  seized  during  the 
past  year  ; it  was  mostly  discovered  during  slaughterhouse  inspection, 
so  could  not  be  said  to  have  been  offered  for  sale,  but  it  was 
never  voluntarily  offered  for  inspection  and  examination : the 
general  cause  of  unfitness  was  tuberculosis. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


There  are  five  Common  Lodging  Houses  which  have  all  been 
well  conducted,  with  occasionally  some  overcrowding  due  to  the 
general  want  of  accommodation  in  the  Borough : this  has  been 
watched  and  kept  in  check  as  far  as  possible. 

Two  houses  are  let  in  lodgings  but  do  not  come  under  the 
classification  of  Common  Lodging  Houses  and  are  therefore  not  so 
immediately  under  control  : I am  recommending  the  adoption  of 
Bye  Laws  to  meet  this,  as  such  houses  may  tend  to  increase  in 
number  under  present  conditions. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


There  are  at  present  129  of 
inspection,  viz  : — 

Factories 

Workshops 

Bakehouses 


these  premises  on  the  list  for 

23 

88 

18 


Factories 

Workshops 


129 

Inspections.  Written  Notices.  Prosecutions. 
32  3 0 

139  10  0 


171  13 

Defects  found. 

Want  of  cleanliness  ..  11 

Defective  Sanitary  Accommodation  2 
Insufficient  ditto  ditto  2 

ditto  Ventilation  ...  1 


0 

Remedied. 

11 

2 

1 

1 


16 


15 


8 


Registered  Workshops 


Dressmakers 
Bakehouses  ... 
Bootmakers  ... 
Others 


21 

18 

14 

53 


106 


One  underground  Bakehouse  is  in  use  and  is  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

The  occupations  carried  out  in  the  various  workshops  may 
be  classified  as  follows : — 


Dressmaking 

Millinery 

Tailoring 

Bakehouses 

Breweries 

Printers 

Wheelwrights 

Saddlers 

Cycle  repairers 

Carpenters  and  Builders 

etc. 


Basket-making 
Cabinet  do. 
Umbrella  do. 
Harness  do. 

Boot  do. 

Sail  do. 

Brush  do. 

Rag  sorting 
Wool  do. 

Monumental  Masons 
Coach  Builders 
etc. 


HOME  WORK. — The  home  work  carried  on  in  the  Borough 
is  not  very  extensive  or  important ; it  is  chiefly  done  for  the  larger 
business  houses,  and  consists  mainly  of  alterations  and  repairs  to 
various  articles  of  wearing  apparel ; the  conditions  under  which 
the  work  is  done  are  satisfactory. 


HOUSE-TO-HOUSE  INSPECTION. 


This  work  has  been  regularly  continued  under  my  direction, 
and  a large  area  of  the  town  has  been  inspected  and  returns  made 
as  to  the  sanitary  conditions. 


No.  of  houses  inspected 

No.  of  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ... 

No.  of  houses  where  defects  were  found 

Total  number  of  defects  found 

Informal  notices  served 

Defects  remedied.  . 

Defects  outstanding 


259 


0 


177 

543 

90 

363 

180 
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This  is  independent  of  the  inspections  made  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  in  connection  with  the  carrying  out  of  the  Bye-laws, 
attending  to  nuisances,  investigating  cases  of  infectious  disease  and 
so  on.  In  carrying  out  this  part  of  the  work  very  many  inspections 
were  made  and  defects  discovered  and  remedied. 

This  work  will  be  found  in  more  detail  in  the  Report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  which  accompanies  this  Report. 

SEWERAGE. 

The  sewage  system  is  working  very  satisfactorily  in  every 
way  and  there  is  nothing  to  add  to  what  I said  in  my  last  report. 

The  scavenging  and  street  watering  are  done  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority:  the  refuse  being  burnt  on  a depot  away  from  the 
inhabited  part  of  the  Borough. 

A large  number  of  the  w^ater  closets  are  not  supplied  with 
flushing  cisterns  : hand  flushing  in  the  case  of  many  tenants  cannot 
be  relied  on  to  secure  cleanliness. 


Number  of  houses  in  Borough  ...  ...  2842 

Number  of  Freshwater  Closets  ...  ...  2440 

Number  of  Privies  (moveable  receptacles)  ...  19 

Number  of  Privies  (fixed  receptacles)  ...  6 

Conversions  into  Water  Closets  ...  ...  3 


SCHOOLS. 

In  all  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  Borough  the  sanitary 
conditions  have  been  good  as  regards  drainage,  water  supply  and 
sanitary  conveniences  : they  have  been  kept  regularly  cleansed  and 
in  good  order.  School  closure  on  account  of  infectious  disease 
has  not  been  found  neccessary  on  any  occasion  during  the  year. 

Medical  Inspection  has  been  regularly  carried  out,  viz  : — the 
usual  entering  and  leaving  examination  of  each  child  and  com- 
mencing April  1st.,  also  the  intermediate  examination  at  the  age 
of  nine  years  : the  results  have  been  entered,  tabulated  and  reported 

on  : — 


1915 

1914 

1913 

Afternoons  Attended 

47 

55 

39 

Children  Examined 

...  714 

692 

493 

Serious  Defects  ... 

139 

111 

102 

Percentage 

...  19-4 

16 

206 

10 


The  percentage  of  defects  shews  an  increase : in  addition  to 
these  children  there  were  many  others  suffering  from  slighter  and 
less  urgent  defects. 

The  nature  and  proportionate  numbers  of  the  different  causes 
is  much  the  same  as  in  former  years,  defective  teeth,  eyestrain 
and  poor  vision  are  in  the  great  majority : at  the  end  of  the  year 
after  much  consideration,  the  scheme  of  the  Committee  for  assisting 
in  the  provision  of  skilled  treatment  of  the  eyes  of  necessitous 
children  has  become  established. 


After  time  had  been  given  to  the  parents  to  obtain  the  necessary 
treatment  for  their  children  who  had  been  pointed  out  to  them 
as  requiring  immediate  treatment,  each  case  was  re-examined  with 
the  following  result : — 


Cases  notified  to  Parents 
Left  School  Untreated 
Re-examined 

Remedied  or  under  Treatment 
No  action  taken 


81 

6 

74 

29 

46 


At  various  times  I have  made  73  special  examinations  of 
children,  some  at  the  Schools  ; some  in  their  houses  and  some  at 
my  own  house ; chiefly  in  the  detection  of  suspicious  cases  of 
infectious  disease ; also  for  presence  of  vermin,  or  in  case  of  a 
marked  defect  preventing  a child  from  profiting  by  school  teaching  ; 
in  all  these  cases  reports  were  made  to  the  School  Teachers,  parents, 
or  School  Attendance  Officer. 


MILITARY  MATTERS. 

During  the  whole  of  the  year,  troops  have  been  quartered  in 
Faversham  as  mentioned  in  my  last  report : the  number  was 
increased  by  the  addition  of  another  Company  who  took  over 
premises  in  Stone  Street  as  their  quarters  : and  in  spite  of  various 
changes  the  total  number  has  remained  much  the  same  throughout 
1915. 

Repeated  inspections  of  their  various  premises  have  been  made, 
also  of  the  food  supplied  to  them  and  of  the  sources  from  which 
it  was  obtained. 

Co-operation  has  also  been  maintained  between  your  officials 
and  the  Military  in  the  notification  and  prevention  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease ; the  amount  of  infectious  disease  among  the 
troops  has  fortunately  been  very  small : viz  3 cases  : 2 of  Erysipelas 
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and  1 of  Diphtlieria : all  these  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Kennaways  and  all  recovered  There  were  3 cases  of 
Tuberculosis  discovered  among  the  men  : these  were  removed  from 
the  quarters  without  delay. 

For  ordinary  cases  of  illness  and  accidents  the  V.  A.  D.  Hospital 
at  the  Mount,  has  been  open  throughout  the  year  and  has  done 
a large  amount,  of  work : 301  local  cases  have  been  treated  there 
of  varying  degrees  of  severity  ; in  addition  to  these,  228  men  of  the 
Fxpeditionary  Force  have  been  admitted  and  treated  : a total  of 
529  military  patients. 

The  increasing  demand  for  munition  workers  has  attracted 
many  people  to  the  town  and  caused  lodgings  to  be  in  great 
demand  ; some  oveinrowding  has  resulted  doubtless  ; several  cases 
liave  been  discovered  and  dealt  with. 


INSPECTION. 


I have  made  systematic  inspection  throughout  the  Borough  at 
different  times  in  the  year,  and  also  a number  of  inspections  as 
occasion  arose  from  special  causes,  the  details  are  given  below : — 


83 

25 

28 

18 

17 

9 

25 

31 


Workshops 
Bakehouses 
Factories  ... 

Milkshops,  &c. 
Slaughterhouses 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
Military  Premises  ... 
Other  do. 


236 


Appended  to  the  report  are  the  usual  tables  of  Vital  Statistics, 
which  supplement  it ; many  points  are  also  given  more  fully  in 
the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  which  is  also  printed  and 
accompanies  this.  In  drawing  up  my  Report  these  sources  of 
information  have  been  fully  considered. 


1 beg  to  remain. 


CHARLES  J.  EVERS,  M.D., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


BOROUGH  OF  FAVERSHAM. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  the  year  ending 

December  31st,  1915. 


To  the  Maijor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 
F aver  sham. 

Your  Worship  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  a report  of  the  work  done  in  my 
department  during  the  year,  1915. 

The  continuance  of  the  great  European  War  has  caused  the 
military  to  continue  in  occupation  of  the  district,  and  the  men 
billeted  in  various  parts  of  the  town.  These,  with  the  large 
numbers  of  people  employed  at  other  works  in  the  neighbourhood, 
have  been  responsible  for  the  enormous  tax  on  the  housing 
accommodation  of  the  Borough.  There  is  not  a habitable  house 
empty  at  the  present  time,  and  in  several  houses  two  families  are 
living,  while  in  others  some  of  the  workers  above  mentioned  are 
finding  temporary  lodgings. 

These  factors  have  shewn  the  necessity  of  the  two  improve- 
ments advanced  from  time  to  time  by  my  predecessors  in  office, 
viz: — Flushing  cisterns  to  W.C.’s  and  “covered  dustbins.” 

The  high  prices  of  materials,  and  the  need  for  economy  have 
unfortunately  prohibited  the  re-opening  of  these  questions,  and  it 
behoves  householders,  meanwhile  to  give  greater  care  and  attention 
to  cleanliness  in  these  matters. 

Much  could  be  done  however,  to  minimise  the  nuisance,  by 
keeping  the  receptacle  for  refuse  away  from  the  house,  also  keeping 
it  covered,  and  further  by  putting  it  out  for  removal  by  the 
scavengers  regularly.  Several  times  during  the  year  I have  found 
the  accumulation  of  weeks  deposited  in  back  yards,  with  the 
tenants  complaining  that  the  scavengers  would  not  take  it  away. 
This  would  not  happen  if  it  was  put  out  regularly  in  a receptacle. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  flushing  cisterns,  it  will  be 
sufficient  to  say  that  about  85  per  cent,  of  the  choked  W.C.  drains 
have  occurred  in  houses  with  no  flushing  cisterns. 
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Another  matter  to  which  the  the  attention  of  the  public  should 
be  drawn,  is  the  foul  state  of  a large  number  of  the  gulleys 
receiving  sink  w^aste  water.  On  several  occasions  when  testing 
drains  in  consequence  of  infectious  disease,  I found  the  gulley  in 
such  a foul  state  that  it  had  to  be  cleansed  before  the  test  could 
be  applied.  These  require  frequent  cleansing  and  flushing  to  keep 
them  in  a sanitary  condition. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  statistics  given,  a large  number  of 
inspections  have  been  made  of  the  stables  in  the  Borough,  these 
include  the  buildings  occupied  as  stables  by  the  Military,  and  with  a 
large  number  of  horses,  it  followed  that  accumulations  of  manure 
were  of  frequent  occurrence  and  in  many  cases  caused  a nuisance. 

I wish  here  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Officers  of  the  West 
Lancs,  for  their  assistance  in  removing  these.  Although  they  had 
in  many  cases  contracted  with  farmers  and  others  for  the  removal 
of  the  manure,  when  these  means  failed  owing  to  shortage  of 
labour,  they  had  it  removed  by  their  own  staff. 

In  addition  to  the  frequent  inspection  of  stables,  a large 
number  of  posters  and  handbills  were  distributed  in  order  to  cope 
with  the  fly  nuisance. 

The  buildings  used  by  the  Military  as  barracks  and  messrooms 
have  also  been  frequently  inspected,  not  only  for  cleanliness  and 
efficiency  of  the  sanitary  accommodation,  but  also  the  food,  and 
the  cleanliness  exercised  in  its  preparation  and  storage  have 
received  attention. 

Another  important  matter  which  is  receiving  the  consideration 
of  the  Council  at  the  time  of  wuating  is  the  question  of  adopting 
Bye  Laws  for  “ Houses  let  in  Lodgings.”  With  the  increasing 
number  of  these  places  it  becomes  necessary  to  have  more 
supervision  over  them  in  order  that  the  standard  of  cleanliness, 
air  space,  &c.,  may  be  maintained. 

I now  come  to  what  in  my  opinion  is  one  of  the  most 
important  branches  in  Public  Health  Wffirk,  viz. : — the  maintenance 
of  a sound  and  clean  food  supply.  It  is  unnecessary  here  to  dwell 
on  the  absolute  necessity  of  this,  medical  opinion  is  forthcoming 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  in  favour  of  it,  and  the  question  of 
food  inspection  is  engaging  the  attention  of  Local  Authorities  more 
seriously  than  in  the  past. 
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Regarding  Milk,  we  have  only  2 cowkeepers  in  the  Borough 
and  depend  partly  on  the  Rural  District  for  our  supply.  Our 
cowsheds,  although  not  so  ui)-to-date  and  hygienic  as  some  in  the 
Rural  area,  are  nevertheless  kept  clean,  and  every  effort  is  made 
to  produce  the  milk  as  clean  and  wholesome  as  possible. 

The  various  milk  purveyors  have  been  frequently  visited  and 
instructed  to  keep  the  milk  cool  and  well  covered,  to  prevent  as 
far  as  possible  the  multiplication  of  bacteria  in  it. 

The  practice  of  distribution  to  houses  in  sealed  bottles  is 
increasing  and  is  undoubtedly  the  best  method. 

The  meat  supply  has  been  carefully  watched  and  frequent 
inspections  made  during  the  slaughtering  of  animals  to  prevent 
as  far  as  possible  any  diseased  or  unsound  meat  being  used  for 
food. 

Several  organs  and  portions  of  carcases  have  been  destroyed 
as  unfit  for  human  food.  This  represents  a loss  to  the  butchers, 
and  in  order  to  obviate  this,  Mr.  Oalfyn,  (Inspector  to  the  R.D.C.) 
and  myself,  met  the  members  of  the  Master  Butchers  Association 
and  explained  the  necessity  of  insuring  animals  against  being  found 
diseased  when  slaughtered.  It  is  not  always  poor  and  thin  animals 
that  are  found  so,  but  frequently,  apparently  healthy  ones. 

A scheme  of  Insurance  was  I understand  prepared,  but  nothing 
has  resulted,  and  the  Association  itself  and  Insurance  are  now 
practically  dead  letters.  This  is  to  be  regretted,  as  it  is  obvious 
that  good  feeling  cannot  exist  between  the  butchers  and  Inspector 
if  the  visit  to  a slaughterhouse  results  in  the  seizure  of  perhaps 
a large  quantity  of  meat,  and  further,  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
Inspectors  do  not  seize  meat  for  pleasure,  but  as  a duty  to  the 
public,  to  prevent  the  use  of  anything  for  food  that  is  not  sound 
and  wholesome. 

One  dealer  has  been  cautioned  by  the  Council  for  distributing 
suspicious  meat.  There  is  undoubtedly  some  trade  in  the  district 
for  this  class  of  meat,  or  we  should  not  see  the  number  of  animals 
sent  to  the  market  and  sold  for  next  to  nothing.  I have  seen 
several  sheep  sold  for  3/-  and  4/- ; and  in  one  case  as  low  as  2/- ; 
the  quality  of  which  speak'  for  themselves. 

In  fairness  to  the  majority  of  the  butchers,  I should  say  that 
the  trade  in  “ rough  stuff  ” is  confined  to  a few,  who  purchase 
through  the  medium  of  a dealer.  If  this  trade  is  to  be  stopped 
it  must  be  with  the  assistance  of  legal  measures  and  prosecution. 
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Surely  a better  plan  would  be  for  farmers  to  send  anything 
suspicious  to  a butcher,  and  let  him  give  notice  to  the  inspector 
so  that  it  could  be  examined,  with  fairness  to  all  parties. 

I append  a detailed  list  of  inspections  and  work  done  under 
the  various  headings:  — 

HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT) 
REGULATIONS,  1910. 

Under  these  Regulations  259  houses  were  inspected  during 
the  year.  Of  this  number  177  were  found  defective  in  a greater 
or  less  degree.  The  total  number  of  defects  found  were  543,  and 


may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 

Structural  Defects  in  Houses. 

Damp  walls  ...  ...  ...  43 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  56 

Defective  roofs  ...  ..  ...  64 

Defective  eaves  gutters  ...  ...  56 

Defective  plaster  and  ceilings  ...  31 

Defective  windows ...  ...  ...  43 

Insufficient  ventilation  ...  ...  19 

No  eaves  gutters  ...  ...  ...  7 

319 


Drainage  and  other  Defects. 

Improperly  paved  yards  ...  ..  80 

Defective  sinks  and  waste  pipes  ...  43 

Defective  drains  and  gulleys  ...  28 

Defective  w^ater  closets  ...  ...  22 

Flush  tanks  out  of  order  ...  ...  10 

Rainwater  pipes  direct  to  drain  ...  9 

Mason  and  bell  traps  ...  ...  3 

Insufficient  drains  ...  ...  ...  2 

Various  other  matters  ...  ...  27 

224 


Total  . . . 543 


The  portions  of  the  Borough  dealt  with  were  as  follows  : — 


Union  Street 
Gatefield  Lane 
'I’anners  Street 
Garden  Place 


Abbey  Street  (part) 

St.  Mary’s  Road  (part) 
Plantation  Road 
Whitstable  Road  (part) 
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A large  number  of  these  defects  were  remedied  on  receipt  of 
the  preliminary  notice,  and  the  work  in  a few  of  the  others  is  in 
the  hands  of  builders  to  carry  out  I have  met  some  owners  at 
the  various  properties,  and  discussed  the  items  set  out  in  the 
notices,  generally  with  favourable  results.  I hope  this  course  will 
be  adopted  by  others  in  future. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  report  some  owners  to  the  Council 
for  non-compliance.  In  one  case  a statutory  notice  was  ordered, 
while  in  others  the  work  was  carried  out  after  a letter  from  the 
Town  Clerk. 

NUISANCES  DEALT  WITH  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC 

HEALTH  ACTS,  1875-1907. 


Choked  and  defective  drains  ...  60 

Accumulations  of  manure  ...  ...  52 

Foul  and  broken  W.C.  basins  ...  55 

Defective  paving  to  yards  ...  20 

Defective  sinks  and  wastepipes  ...  16 

Overcrowding  ...  ..  ...  15 

Dirty  houses  ...  ..  ...  14 

Accumulation  of  refuse  in  yards  ...  13 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  ...  ...  11 

Nuisances  from  animats  ...  ...  8 

Defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  gutters  and  rainwater  pipes  13 

Broken  vent  shafts  to  drains  ...  5 

No  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Smoke  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  ...  291 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  Schools  in 
consequence  of  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease. 

In  making  enquiries  after  the  cases  notified  I made  185  visits 
to  houses,  and  124  rooms  have  been  disinfected  with  formalin  spray 
and  fumigation. 

The  Council  Infant  School  was  disinfected  throughout  in 
November,  owing  to  a large  number  of  children  being  absent 
through  whooping  cough  and  other  childrens  ailments. 

The  Military  authorities  have  been  immediately  notified  of 
cases  occuring  in  houses  in  which  soldiers  were  billeted. 
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The  steam  disinfector  at  Kennaways  has  been  used  very 
frequently  during  the  year  and  is  working  satisfactorily. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES,  &c. 

Five  Hundred  and  Thirty  Five  inspections  were  made  of  the 
nine  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough.  Many  of  these  were  made 
while  slaughtering  was  going  on,  and  a large  number  of  carcases 
were  examined  for  evidence  of  disease  or  unsoundness. 

During  the  year  about  4^  cwts  of  meat  and  organs  have  been 
destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  food,  tuberculosis  being  responsible 
for  a large  proportion  of  this. 

These  were  surrendered  by  the  butchers  on  the  disease  being 
pointed  out  to  them,  but  in  no  case  was  I called  in  to  examine  a 
carcass  although  the  appearance  was  sometimes  far  from  normal. 

The  slaughterhouses  have  been  generally  kept  in  good  order, 
the  principal  nuisances  found  were  accumulations  of  manure  and 
slaughtering  refuse,  and  neglect  to  limewash  according  to  the  bye 
laws. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

Five  premises  in  the  Borough  are  registered  as  Common 
Lodging  Houses.  One  Hundred  and  Fourteen  inspections  were 
made  during  the  year,  and  they  were  generally  found  to  be  kept 
in  a satisfactory  manner. 

One  keeper  was  cautioned  by  the  Council,  after  previous  verbal 
warnings  for  overcrowding,  and  since  then  the  house  has  been 
properly  conducted. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

The  following  persons  are  now  on  the  register : — 

Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Purveyors  (resident  in  the  Borough)  ...  2 

Purveyors  (resident  outside  the  Borough)  6 
Keepers  of  Milkshops  ...  ...  12 


Total  ...  22 

Seventy-two  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  remind  some  keepers  of  the  smaller 
milkshops  of  the  importance  of  keeping  milk  vessels  covered. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  at  present  129  of  these  premises  on  the  register, 
and  169  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

The  premises  made  be  classified  as  follows  : — 


Factories  ... 

23 

Workshops 

« » . • • • 

88 

Bakehouses 

Total 

18 

129 

One  matter  was  reported  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  and 
has  since  been  remedied. 

In  several  cases  the  limewashing  of  bakehouses  has  been 
neglected.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  that  cleanliness  of 
premises  in  which  food  is  prepared  is  essential. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Two  samples  from  the  public  supply  have  been  sent  to  the 
County  Laboratory  during  the  year.  The  reports  in  each  case 
were  satisfactory. 

MILITARY  MATTERS. 

Four  Hundred  and  Eighty-one  inspections  were  made  of  the 
buildings  used  as  barracks  and  messrooms  by  the  Military.  A 
few  cases  of  want  of  cleanliness  were  reported  to  the  Officers  in 
charge  and  immediately  received  attention. 

Several  complaints  have  been  made  to  the  authorities  regarding 
the  condition  in  which  meat  arrived  here  for  the  troops.  This 
was  due  to  insufficient  or  no  wrapping,  and  in  consequence  the 
meat  was  often  in  a dirty  and  unwholesome  state,  and  necessitated 
a large  quantity  being  cut  away  when  washing  failed  to  remove  it. 

In  one  instance  about  30-lbs  of  mutton  was  found  in  a 
decomposing  state  and  was  destroyed. 

GENERAL  SUMMARY  shewing  the  number  of  inspec- 
tions made,  the  number  of  defects  and  nuisances  found, 
and  the  action  taken  for  their  abatement  and  its  results. 

INSPECTIONS. 

Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 


Regulations  ...  ...  ...  259 

After  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  ...  185 

Internal  Inspections  ..  ...  ...  38 

Drains,  W.C.’s,  etc.,  ...  ...  ...  833 
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Other  Premises. 

Milkshops,  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  72 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  535 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Stables  and  Manure  Pits  ...  ...  705 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  114 

Military  Barracks,  etc.,  ...  ...  481 

2078 

Re-inspections  (all  classes)  ...  ...  595 


Total  inspections  3988 

DEFECTS  AND  NUISANCES  FOUND. 

During  inspection  under  the  Housing  (Inspection 

of  District)  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  543 

Factories,  Workshops,  Slaughterhouses,  etc.,  ...  24 

During  other  inspections  ...  ...  ...  275 


Total  ...  842 

ACTION  TAKEN. 

Informal  Notices  Served. 

Respecting  defects  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  90 

Under  Public  Health  Acts,  1875-1907  ...  251 


Total  . . . 341 

Two  Statutory  Notices  were  served  under  the  P.H.  Acts,  which 
had  not  expired  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

RESULTS. 


Defects  and  Nuisances  Remedied. 

As  a result  of  inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts 

in  109  houses  ...  ,.  , , ...  363 

As  a result  of  inspections  of  all  descriptions  ...  289 


Total  defects  remedied  ...  652 

Defects  Outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  Year. 

In  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts  in 

68  houses  ...  . ...  ...  180 

In  other  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


Total  defects  outstanding  ...  190 
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In  concluding  this,  my  First  Annual  Report,  I beg  to  thank 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  Dr.  Evers, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the  Town  Clerk,  for  their  support 
and  assistance  to  me  in  the  execution  of  my  duties  during  the 
year. 

1 am  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  G.  CULMER, 

Mem.  R.  San.  Inst.,  M.S.I.A. 

Sanitary  Inspector 
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Area  of  District  in  Total  population  at  all  ages  10,619 

acres  (land  and  v 693|^  V At  Census,  1911. 

inland  water)  Total  families  or  separate  occupiers  2,538 


Table  II — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1916. 

Name  of  District,  FAVERSHAM  BOROUGH. 
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22 
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Table  III — Deaths  registered  during  the  Calendar  Year 
1915,  classified  by  age  and  cause. 

Name  of  District,  FAVERSIIAM  BOROUGH. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “Residents’ 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  District 

Total  Deaths 
whether  of 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1 year 

1 to  2 

2 to  5 

5 to  15 

15  to  25 

j 25  to  45 

45  to  65 

1 65  and 

1 upwards 

“ Residents  ’’  or 
“ Non-Residents  ’’ 
in  Institutions 
in  the  District. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

All  ( Certified 

167 

21 

5 

11 

7 

12 

16 

28 

67 

All  causes  \ r-r  .-n  i 

t Uncertihed 

5 

1 

... 

... 

4 

... 

Enteric  Fever 

• • * 

Small-pox  ... 

. . . 

. . . 

Measles 

. . 

« • . 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

Whooping  Cough  .. 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

. . . 

Influenza 

8 

• . . 

2 

3 

3 

Erysipelas 

3 

... 

1 

2 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis) 

8 

. . . 

1 

2 

5 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

. . . 

. • 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

7 

. . . 

3 

4 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

. . . 

Meningitis 

, , 

... 

. . 

. • . 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

18 

2 

1 

5 

10 

Bronchitis 

19 

4 

. . 

2 

13 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

15 

3 

2 

5 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Other  diseases  of 

Respiratory  Organs 

5 

1 

4 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  .. 

6 

3 

. . . 

2 

• • • 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

2 

1 

1 

. . . 

• . . 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

> . . 

1 

1 

... 

1 

Alcoholism 

1 

» • . 

, , , 

1 

. . 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

Disease 

6 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

. • . 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

Other  Accidents  and 
Diseases  of  Pregnancy 
and  Parturition... 

1 

1 

• 

1 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  including 
Premature  Birth 

5 

5 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide  ... 

8 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

Suicide 

... 

... 

» » • 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

4 

, , . 

... 

1 

3 

3 

Diseases  ill-defined  or 

unknown 

39 

4 

3 

1 

6 

25 

. . . 

Totals  ... 

172 

22 

5 

11 

7 

12 

16 

28 

71 

13 

Sub-Entries. 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Poliomyelitis 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 
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FAVERSHAM  PORT  SANITARY 
AUTHORITY. 


ANNTJ.VJL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1915. 


The  Report  on  the  oonditions  prevailing  in 
the  Port  of  Faversham  during  the  3^ear  1915, 
iias  no  i>oints  of  oaitstandiug  importance  from 
a health  point  of  view,  biit  shows  a diminished 
amount  of  traffic  during  the  past  twelve 
months. 

The  area  of  the  Port  includes  Faversham  and 
Oare  Creeks,  then  a large  portion  of  the 
Swale,  and  also  the  Milton  and  Conjmr  Cfeeks. 

No  deaths  have  been  reported  on  board  ship 
in  this  area,  nor  have  there  been  any  cases  of 
serious  illness  or  accident.  No  notifications  of 
infectious  disease  have  been  received,  there- 
fore no  ships  have  required  to  be  disinfected. 

The  total  number  of  arrivals  of  ships  during 
tlie  j'ear  was  6830,  a decrease  in  the  number 
shown  in  1914,  wrfich  was  8841.  These  wmre 
distributed  as  follows:  — 


Faversham, 

Home  trade 

1915 

596 

1914 

693 

Faversham, 

Foreign  trade 

3 

20 

Milton 

5745 

6967 

Oare 

460 

967 

Conyer 

26 

194 

6830 

8841 

The  Barges  have  been  regularly  inspected  by 
mj'self  and  the  Port  Inspector  as  follows:  — 

Inspector  Med.  Officer 


Faversham 

333 

67 

Oare 

205 

45 

Conjmr 

15 

9 

Milton 

1262 

— 

1815 

121 

In  the  year  1915  the  corresp'Onding  numbers 
were  2275  and  179  respectively.  The  number 
for  the  Milton  end  is  given  in  the  Report  from 
the  Medical  Officer  at  Sittingbourne.  It  will 
be  noticed  that  the  number  of  ships  from 
abroad  has  dropped  very  low  ’ also  that  Con- 
yer  and  Oare  Creeks  show  a great  diminution 
in  activity. 

The  number  of  defects  femnd  on  inspection 
was  9 — none  of  them  of  a verj^  serious  nature. 
These  have  all  been  remediedi  when  pointed  out. 
The  arrangements  for  water  supply  are  ade- 
quate, and  kept  in  a cleanly  condition  as  a 
whole.  The  nature  of  the  traffic  and  trade 
carried  on  remains  much  the  same  as  usual, 
as  far  as  concerns  sanitary  conditions.  There 
is  an  increased  amount  of  traffic  to  and  from 
the  Swale  without  entering  the  various  Creeks, 
dhe  to  the  changed  conditions  in  local  indus- 
fries  caused  by  the  war.  No  timber  ships 
have  come  up  to  the  wharves  in  the  creek,  al- 
i hough  the  timber  has  been  landed  at  Faver- 
sham. There  is  also  a decrease  in  the  amount 
of  coal  arriving  by  sea. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any 
action  under  the  Public  Health  (Regulations  as 
to  Food)  Act,  1907. 

The  Sanitarv  Inspector’s  Report  is  appended. 

CHARLES  .1.  EVERS,  IM.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


January,  1916. 
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